LESSON PLAN 

Author: Justine Smith
Date Created: March 20, 2013
Subject(s): Narrative Writing
Topic or Unit of Study (Title): Sequence of Events/Plot
Lesson Title: Establishing Plot
Grade Level: 9-10th grade high school
Materials: Peanuts comic strips, Overhead Projector, Large comic strip board with five windows for each group, markers
Summary (and Rationale):  Understanding how to establish a sequence of events produces better communication skills. 
I. Focus and Review (Establish Prior Knowledge): [5 minutes]
Is it important to establish a sequence of events in fictional narratives in order to understand the plot/theme of the narrative?  Why is having a sequence of events important in fictional narratives?  Is having a sequence of events useful in all types of fictional narrative? Using a clear sequence of events allows readers to understand, follow, and connect with what is written.  We will start with an analysis of the sequence of events in Peanuts comic strips.
II. Statement of Instructional Objective(s) and Assessments: 
	Objectives
	Assessments

	Objective 1: When given a comic strip the students will identify the sequence of events and the point of conflict.  
Objective 2: When given a blank five block comic strip board the student will begin a sequence of events/plot, add to an existing sequence of events/plot, and complete a sequence of events/plot, which will include a point of conflict in one of the five blocks.
	Students will submit their independent work for proof of understanding.  


State the objective: [1 minute]
Assessment: [1 minute]

III. Teacher Input (Present tasks, information and guidance):  [15 minutes] 
With a Peanuts comic strip on the overhead ask, “What is the sequence of events?” Students will answer and I will follow up with, “How is the sequence of events established in the comic strip?”  Allow for answers then follow up with, “Comic strips rely on pictures to assist in understanding the sequence of events, how would we tell this story if we didn’t have the pictures?” Have students put answers on the board in a list format. They should feel free to adjust the position of events as they realize new events that may have been missed.  Understanding the sequence of events in a narrative is important to establishing a plot and later conflict within the narrative.  Ask students to identify the event that establishes the point of conflict.  Get a volunteer to write a “C” next to the event the class agrees on.  Using several Peanuts comic strips you will list as many event details establishing the sequence of events in the comic strip.  “Remember that a comic strip uses many visual techniques to establish a sequence of events so there may be more than one thing happening in each window.”  
IV. Guided Practice (Elicit performance): [50 minutes]
Once students have practiced establishing a sequence of events and the point of conflict in their assigned comic strip students will be placed in groups of 5/6.  Each group will be given a large paper with five comic strip windows. Each group will have 10 minutes to work on five class created comic strips.  They may write and/or draw a beginning event in what will be a sequence.  Each group will start on the first window and as they move to the next table will work on the next window at the next table.  Students move to the next table leaving the comic strip for the next group.  Students are then to establish an understanding of the first group’s written/drawn window and decide on what the next window should contain as they continue the new class comic strip.  As students move to each table they will work on the next consecutive comic strip window.  When they have visited each table each group will have written/drawn a window in a different order in each class comic strip.  
V. Closure (Plan for maintenance): [10 minutes]
Each class comic strip should be posted.  Have class identify if the comic strips follow a sequence of events with a point of conflict.   
VI. Independent Practice: [5minutes]
Using several Peanuts comic strips you will list as many event details establishing the sequence of events in the comic strip (This activity is listed in the Teacher Input section with the time allocated here as part of the TI portion of class)
STANDARDS:

	CCSS.ELA-Literacy W.9-10.3
	Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences.


Plans for Individual Differences: 

When working in groups there will be an opportunity to use personal insights in evaluating sequence of events and point of conflict in a comic. Within the group activity students will be allowed the option of writing or drawing allowing room for expressing knowledge through multiple methods.  During the independent practice, students will use their own writing and abilities to establish their knowledge of sequence of events.  
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