LESSON PLAN

Author: Justine Smith
Date Created: January 30, 2013
Subject(s): Narrative Writing
Topic or Unit of Study (Title): Character Analysis
Lesson Title: Peanuts Character Analysis
Grade Level: 9-10th grade high school
Materials: Character analysis worksheets, Peanuts comic strips, Overhead Projector, 
Summary (and Rationale):  Understand several strategies used in writing characters to apply in their own writing and use in analysis of literature. Understand the connection between written characters and real people. 
I. Focus and Review (Establish Prior Knowledge): [3 minutes]
Is it important to understand characters in fictional narratives in order to understand the plot/theme of the narrative?  What is important to know about characters we read about in fictional narratives?  Are there any characteristics that aren’t important? Character analysis is an important part of understanding why and how plots function in fictional narratives.  We will start with an analysis characters in the Peanuts comic strip.
II. Statement of Instructional Objective(s) and Assessments: 
	Objectives
	Assessments

	Objective 1: The Student will use the Peanuts comic strip to understand character analysis using a guided worksheet answering all questions.
	Writing sample of their own comic with character analysis worksheet filled out by peers that assess the completeness of the main character.  Writing sample will be published to e-portfolio.


State the objective: [1 minute]
Assessment: [15- 20 minutes that can be done over the week]

III. Teacher Input (Present tasks, information and guidance):  [20 minutes] 
Introduce comic strips as a form of narrative.  As a whole class, discuss the Charlie Brown character from a few sample Peanuts comic strips.  Introduce how to evaluate the character with the Character Analysis worksheet graphic organizer.  Discuss the analysis.  
IV. Guided Practice (Elicit performance): [30 minutes]
Break into groups of five and assign a Peanuts character to each group.  Pass out several Peanuts comic strips related to each group’s assigned Peanuts character.  Each group will practice evaluating their character using the character analysis worksheet as a guide while I work with each group. 
V. Closure (Plan for maintenance): [15 minutes]
Groups will then present their analysis to the class.

VI. Independent Practice: [15-20 minutes]
Students will then be given the task of building a character for their own comic strip using the character analysis worksheet as a guide.  This assignment will carry into the week as students work on other literary techniques present in comic strips.

STANDARDS:

	CCSS.ELA-Literacy W.9-10.3
	Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences.


Plans for Individual Differences: 

This plan lends itself to differentiation since each writer will first give their impressions of the characters being evaluated.  When working in groups there will be opportunity to use personal insights again in evaluating how the comic portrays different characters they’ve been assigned.  Finally, during the independent practice, students will use their own writing and abilities to create a character that will be part of a final comic strip.  There is no wrong answer in creating a character.  Students will be encouraged to use real events to tell an imaginative/fictional story through their character.

Character Analysis
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What does he/she see?





What does he/she think?





What does he/she hear?





What does he/she say?





What does he/she do?





Where does he/she go/exist?





What does he/she feel?








